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LO: Can I write, edit and improve my 
own writing?
• Introductory paragraph tells your reader what your writing is about.

• It should identify the form and purpose.

• Must have title, in a debate this will be the question you answer.

• Must mention this is a balanced argument.

• Keep it factual and written in the third person.





My introduction
Will vaccines save humankind?
• Most people have heard of vaccines, but do they know what they are, 

how they work and why some people say they are helpful to 
humanity? Vaccines are preventive medicine, which means they 
prevent a person from becoming ill. Patients are given a small 
weakened, or treated antigen (part the pathogen – a germ) this in 
turn, activates the immune system so when the real pathogen is 
detected the immune system can destroy the pathogens safely 
without the person becoming ill. Because vaccines are medicine, they 
can be quite expensive and for some people in the developing world 
difficult to get hold of. This debate will discuss the pros and cons of 
vaccination and reflect on the issue in order to save humankind; it 
must save all of humankind.
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Edward Jenner and the first vaccine

• Who was Edward Jenner? When was he around?

• How did he discover the first vaccine?

• He didn't know why it worked but you do! (explain how white blood 
cells make antibodies to attack the antigens on pathogens – if you 
haven't already).

• Smallpox is the only disease to be completely eradicated by vaccine.

• (This leads you nicely into either how good it is to have vaccines or if 
they are so good then why has only one disease been completely 
eradicated)



Paragraph 1 – chose I am more for or against 
vaccines?
• After the invention of the first vaccine progress of new vaccines was 

slow because scientists did not know how vaccines worked. Once 
they understood how the immune system worked the pace 
of development of quicken. As a result of mass vaccination programs 
many once deadly diseases have dramatically reduced short term 
illness and long-term effects. Once common illness such as mumps, 
measles and rubella, which made children very sick rarely spread in 
mass outbreaks. In turn, this protects babies who are too young to be 
vaccinated and pregnant woman, whose babies could be born blind 
or severely disabled if their mother caught these diseases while 
pregnant.





To balance the argument.

• In contrast, the massive reduction in once common natural diseases 
means the body cannot prepare the immune system naturally. If 
society destroys all-natural development of the immune system, then 
a person may become very ill with some simple infections such as the 
common cold or infection from a cut. Vaccines do not protect 100% of 
people, if society thinks it is safe from a disease, then scientists may 
not spend time and money developing new treatments. Furthermore, 
this will leave those who cannot have a vaccine vulnerable with no 
form of treatment.






